A 5Park 1n The dark
[0310"“(5 faGe One

A Year Ser oFF FRom The FARole Roakd came m The mail
This 2deek _— Aand ir 25As my onky mail , A Filline ThAT wi4s
LnBenicusly insStailed in A Lower molar By The fRiscn dentisT
Five 4Years A6o has Caumdted aAway Bit 8y Bir This wleek , The
cnly Fentil ThAT 1 own Backe in halF tn The midst of 28Ririné
A terrer And it has Rained JusT Enocuch Every day Tials 28eek
TC cancel  wiy  Akioited heuR oF Fresh AR and Exercise ourside .
In ALk T has B8en cne CF These Kinds ofF weeks wWhen noThine
Geces RichT Aand Sc on This dn:,; , The Lasrt df-\q OF The week, I
kay uP inside 1y cetl dereamined 7o do noThing AT AL PASSInG
The hours of The day Away Aimlessky and mindlessty Listening To

The Sounds ¢F Falline RAin and The ResonAnT RumBling of ThundeRr.

Tme C€RePT Stowly By aAnd AT Some PoinT in ThAT EndlLess STRerch
OF AfreRncon Berween Lunch and SupPeR I Succumbed Te The vedium
ofF idlemess and w8as Lulled inTo SLeep By The meSmerizing Bear o
RAindRoPS TAP TAP TAPPinG on The PRISon wALLS . It was A deep
Sleep A TRanGuilizing Aand SooThine Sncoze And 1 uAS FaR FAR
AWAY in dReamland when The STeel PLATE CoveRime The Focd SieT in
The ceti doon dRorPed oPen with A cohossal Bané cf steel STRIKInG
STeel and 1 leaved ocur of Bed Staathed and hALF Asleep ASSumMmIng
T WAS chew Time | T am nor one To misS A MeAl I Teill 4su
And Se T Srocd AT The celt deen wairing cxpPectanTly FoR A TRAay
To teme $iidinG ThrouGh The ofened Food Stor AS I have And
2T has  hundreds of Time Before Bur ne TRAYy ¢Ame Stidine in ,
and it Tock wme A MminuTe of So in g muddled and dRoqu Srate
To Come To The wundeR5TAnding Thart it WAS mnel chow Tome AT ALL
ButT The wmAillman AT The doch nsTead , Aand AFTeR ExAmining The
MUG SheT on my PAisone’ denTificaTion cAkd Lone Ewneuch To Be
convinced That The BurR headed And GLARING visSAce was myseir he
Pushed A Brown pPareR wRAPPed PackAGe inside Theoush The ofened

SteT Addaessed To we .



A SPARK fn The dark

Tr has Been A while Since T Gor A Packaée in The mait

rrom  BOOKS To PRiSOﬂERS and [ Tore {nTe 1T ;v UnAaBashed
haste And hore and discovered To wmy GREAT Joy one Beok in
The Lot ThaT Loocked mfzesisrim.e, A ParerBAack TRAvel loe wsith

A Cover imnGe So InTRiGwine ThaT I ofened (T AT once infendine
Toe Scan The intreduction only BuT once 1 Bigan Reading in it

I courd neT Puli my €4S away And Continxed on Fulty ABsorBEd
in The TRAvels within unTil The Sounds oF The Ffocd c¢aRT RolLiine
inTe The cellBlock Rowsed me Frow v . Bur necw That The Chow
cart hns come and Gone and Left me Feeling Sated Aand SociaBte
WiTh An Ample PorTicn OF TunA Cassefole Stuwiky and deliciously
Winding 1TS" WAy ThRoush my 1nnerR SELE LeT e Telh You Afourl
This :RAReSiSTiBLe Bock That has A PhoTo6rRAPh oF an otd LocCemeTive
EnGine on The FRonT coveR . TIr i5 An ActcounTing of A Loné Journey
By 7TtRAins Thar Beeims in Bostewm and Goes all The Way down To

The Rortom ofF South Amenrica . The AuTher A GREAT T and

EnTerRTAIner dispenses oecdtes ofF ABsuad Anecdotes Alone with FASCINATING
historicAk And Geconarhical dATA en Route From PRGe one To FouR
hundred aAnd he is Se meviculousiy ATrenTive in his descairrions or

ALl he Sees and These he meers aLoné The wAay Yecuw Ceme To Feel

Like “eu nARe There Toc | 5iTTine  one seat overn WiTh Youn Face

Pressed UP AGAINST The window Pane And dont 4Yeuw know I wWish

I was . Oh mavn Oh wan I w:ish I WAS

With we Television , ne RAdic | no Windew and wne Cempangy A
Beek is A moemenTous EvenT in my $xX 12 univease, A SPARK iw
The dARK , And mer Lone aFrer The Rocd ¢art departed Three Quick
fAPs  on The cett walk Preceded A woTe Tiad OnTc A STRing ThAT
¢ame Stiding in unden The doen , Both FRom my neichfion EAGenr

To Knocw F £ GoT Scme BooKs in the mail 72

Bocks 1o rrisoners is a GRoup OF WVokunvteers ThaT maiks Hooks



A SPARK in The dARrRK

364k PAGa ThRree

FRee ofF Co$TS To Any PRiIScnNeR REQUESTING S$cmeThing To ReAad . They
orperaTe Sotely on donaTions of Books and Postace , TAfe And
Pncknein&, Time And Love . BcekS ARe GREAT CemPAmicns And The
cnly Rekier FoR mAny PRisoneRs Locked Away in SchiTARry ConfFinement
1SolATed FRom oThens Feit “enrs . BeFere £ 34T down Te wWRite This

T Tied A feck onTe wmy MNeibhBbers Staine Aand  when he ers Some
Beoks n The MAIL T witt Shoorv ny STRING 7 NeTe€ OCveR To him . Thank
“You focks Te PrRiscners | Bewcw : have Lisied Seme addeesses Fon

Those whe woukd Like 3¢ Send A $PARK lute The dafk And Fon Those

wWhe MNeed A Sfark
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