CHILDREN DCN'T MATTER ¢ THE NUMBERS DoN'T LLE

By Ktsmy SHAKABOUWA MARSHALL

Vﬁnngyt\/amm don't tare about the human rights of children . There, ,
Thve said.. M‘M}‘ people are fonrtul. of m@m? Suth a smzf?iﬁ'ﬁwqw\ )/"e;%
fruthful statement. But the numbers don't lie : IR

‘ PA hag 540 Uhildeen 5'6ﬂV5V\;lf&?W?‘WW}‘&ROR (Lwop) prisen

senfences, S

* PA as the mast OhiLdreen ,Sewmgq Lwop in the nation and i Yhe woeld.

* Tn PA, aboout 707 6f Childken S‘ek\/iwg LWOF prison fermg are African-
American and 107 are Latino. ,

* Tn PA, of the 540 Childken serying Lwof prizon ferms | abeut 350
are from Yhe cj{w of PIq‘iLque/Lf%‘iCL o

* Tn F’A) LWoP is a mandator pRISON sentence. for First and Second
o\pﬁne& murder offenses. [ost- SRRSO theee is mow & different
sententing scheme for Child offenders | Which does not Re%aaﬁve?%

o «%ﬂol}: do Fthe 540 Chivd offendenrs @lkeqcly sem\/‘m; LwWof .

* PA is one of OMV aix states et has Lwop 'im,o»c:;*Samm-eo\'*r as the
omlr |ife senten c)ivg? o’:"jr‘fw\a A Lite prison centence is a Death

sewtence. in PA

* Tn PA , about o third of Child offendees senving LwWop prison
sentences have Second, Oke,;ﬁe@ murder. tonvichions which is a
Jr"élan‘y'—mumefz. GMKQ-& which says that legal\\/ e ohild did
not murder anyene but was mvelved in some. way -

“In A, duedo a pest-1997 state datute that thanged ‘the Board
of Pardons , Commutation of LWOP centences are o f@ﬂ;éﬁ. fass}hte
1/30)2 Childeen S&RVTV\ﬁL LWoy,



& fm PA) @Mlabeem 56}’*'\\};\’\,(&' L\/\}DF ?V\f\fﬂi@()h\mﬂ({d’ AREL M“”’W LWDF S@H%ﬁﬂaef
“Deata l;Y Tnige aemé‘m “), which s Yhe new death pen q,wry .

" A spend 82 billion o year maintaining its Department of lorrections
with annual increases of %100 milLion Yo Cover Contractwal increases

N cest,

It Jetrs., the W\K‘U‘CL"’LWW sehool district has S“H,'i"rfed 400 million
out of IS annugl bude mt) tlosed 30 scheols ) elimi nated 7,000 J@bs of
hvosHy feathers | and suffers feom a 304 million deficit. At the
same Hme , PA is 80}/&{3_14&%5%? 3 hew f)ﬂ‘mng at @ ost of MO0 milljon,

T P4, o devastahi m? Wbtia sthos| ~to 'fu)a'Lic (Dm,‘sm f’ipeh‘m& hac

 been quietly thiving oves the pusk frwo decades , Resulting in thildeen
of whr being treatéd as undesirables and Hheown Q\Ua/ like d[s)oogque,
diaufe»zs n Secial trash bins we tall "ora'is*om Childeen den't mattee

The numbers don’t lie, -
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