»\,l.ul'uuvula = SAAAYY ausl«uu\'uul. JAGRTARL

FAELEAY TAAL YA WL VAR @ N AR YA ma

e OplnlOn Vlews & commentary from around the commumty

'iRac1sm In Amerlca...
The Polzcmg Issue

By Matthev Hattley

Specifically whe
""'people of color are
way this shows up vé
the debate over police
" though top-ranking

nforcement

» Matthew Hattley

understood, there really is no logical

vexplanatlon for why so many African American males are’ "

first targeted then often abused, subJected to pohce bru-
tality, or just murdered out of,hand; often’ quite: casua]ly

- These killings -have been going ‘on for. decades, even cen-,

turies, and cover-up.has ‘been the usual response with no

action taken. That now is changing. Because, of the spread.

of camerds on smart phones out there (We donot have them
in-here!), a lot of undeniable evidence has been produced.
See the indictment this week for murder of officer Michael

Slager in South Carolina, who shot Walter Scott five times-

in the back as he ran away from a traffic stop. Walter Scott
was-black; Slager is white.

Forracismto exist, one group must believe that they are
superiorto another. This unhealthy way ofthmklng mustend.

And the vidéo-tapingcontinues by :average citizens-

~and it spreads over the internet on social media and it’s
justimpossible now to ignore these situations, whlch occur
almest. daily, -
- In-essence, all’ the blatant hes about pohce brutahty
towards’ m1nor1ty groups are being unveiled like never be-

cated. That 's-how" thmgs have been for; like, ever.: And
still very: few are bemg held accountable How is tlns even
possible in.20152. - S .

fore there s no longer any ‘place’ to hide, If there were no
, then we ! know, that all of these situations |
_ wept under the ug and accusattons of ]

'

' oes raeism actually exist .
. in" America? Yes, unfortu-'
“nately, it:.absolutely - does.

: overty—stncken _

officials often state that racism does i
not play arole and that their officers’ . ¢
ways of doing their job is just mis-= |

"So today when the truth i is: revealed Taw enforcement -
( solated:
‘ ‘ac of Judgment” on’the officer’s beha]f ;
‘ st sorry:they got: caught and’ exposed it’s
émbarrassing. And th the officers that have been caught
or exposed are hardly. ever pumshed Perhaps  they. get a

repnmand perhaps they lose vacation days, and if it:goes |
to a jury, well..-we’ve: seen’ Junes refuse to rndrct orcon- -
vict; The indictment of Ofﬁcer Slager was nusual we'll

‘have tosee how that case plays out.,

- Of course the first step towards addressmg thJS prob--

lem is to-admit that it exists. Only then can a comprehen-
sive training program be created and implemented to en-
‘'sure that every citizen, regardless of race; color or creed,
will be treated equally. For such a program to be effective,
officers will have to be re-trained on how to interact with
those not of their own race. And since racism is a taught
behavior, we are not born hatmg people w1th other skin. |
colots; this is somethmg we:learn as youngsters I thmk :

. we can be sure that the brutality we’ve seen used against
_ African Americans would never have been-tolerated if it

was applied to everyone that interacted with the pohce

- Of course, everyone is entitled to their own views and
behefs and that can include some pretty terrible opinions
of ‘others. However, when you work for an agency, which
has public safety as its primary objective, then your personal: ;
views are void. You are expected to conduct yourself ina
professional manner at all times. And unfortunately in too
imany police departments across the country there exists a
culture that protects individual officers who may"act reck-
lessly, may even kill someone while in uhiform. It’s time
for those in law enforcement to be totally honest with the

_ citizens of America, so we as'a nation can finally correct

this problem and move forward productively. The healing

. process will require a lot of hard work, I know, and it will

take dedication and money (training is not free). Most im-
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portantly, it will take trust from everyone to make it happen.
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