WHO'S AFRAID OF THE PIC?
The Myth of the "Prison Industrlial Complex"

who's afrald? Not me, because there's no such thing as a "Prison Industrlal
Complex (PIC)," It's s boogeyman, whose myth serves +o disgulse the fact +that
most prisons are |ittle more than warehouses usad to stors and torture the
victims of state onnraession (1,e., the justice systam) in the form of raclsm and
class warfars, However unwittingly, hy disseminating the PIC myth, a sectlon of
the feft Is misleading peopls into thinking that the orison system i3 a
productlive Industry that may henaflt tham, when it produces |1+#ie or nathing
and simply soaks-uo cubllz funds that would ha hetter soent on aducation, health
cara and the gensral well-hsinc of +he community,

The PIC myth was popularlzed in the '60s by Angels Davis, an avawed statist anc
at the time a membar of +the revisionist Communls+t Party (CPUSAY, 1+ ts = total
misnomar, Lut cne that achnes formar nresident Cisephawar's valld tars,
"Milltary Indusieisl Complax,” As such, i+ was very sy for the pseydo-
marxists fn Fho TPUSS, and other saclal demscrats, to soread thia fslse
terminoiogy far and wlds,

One need look nc further than a dictionary to realize the PIC mlsnomer cannct be
loglcally applled 1o the Amerlcan prison system, as there i3 absolutely nothine
"industrial™ or "complex" about I+, The primary definition of industry is the
"Commerclal production and sale of goods." The Amerlcan Herl?ggg Dictionary, 4+h
Ed. (2000), p695. A complex ts deflned as "Consisting of Inferconnected oF
Interwoven parts." Ibid., p377, Thus, an "lncustrial Complex' would be like the
Ford Rouge FPlant complex fn Michlgan, where Iron ore was made Intn steei,
stamped into parts and assembled Into cars, There |s nothing going on In
America's prlson system that even remotely approaches this, '

The overwheimling majority of prlsons are warshouses and the prisoners within
them seldom, If ever, engage In manufacturing or productisn, | suspect that
conslderably less than 5% of Amerlcan prlsoners have jobs that produce anything
for sale and most of those are farm products from +he prison plantatlions In the
South, Thus, the PIC labe! Is patently false and misieading. Albel+, Indicative
of exactly tha type of morlbund, undiscipiined thinking that made +he CPUSA
Infamous as a failed organization,

Sure money ls made on prisons by swindling the taxpayers through various methods
such as sklmming and kickbacks, Evan more s thrown away through sheer
bureaucrat!s Incompetence and you can bet I+ winds up In somebody's pocket,
Money s aven made from the prisoners by selling *hem poor food and shoddy
merchandise at Inflated prices, Theft and corruption may be a businesz, hut by
no strateh of tha imaglinatlon Is i+ an "Industry” or an "fndustrial complex,"

So enough of the PIC boogeyman, Let's call i+ what it is - a system of state
oppression, racism and class warfare, To persist In using the PIC myth servas +o
ald the state'!s oppresslon of groups !+ has assessed as a threat and,
consequently, engage In the same counter-ravolutlonary activity that lad up to
the mess wa'ra In +today.

In memory of Jonathan Jackson, dled In combat 17 Auqust 1970.
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