BLOOD FROM A ROCK
UNAUTHORIZED 350% TO 500% PHONE TAX COLLECTED FROM MICHIGAN PRISONERS

ts & Michigan Department of Corrections (MNOC) srisonsr. who found i+ difficult
enough to stay In touch with family =nd friends at the old chone rates. | owas
Alsanpointaa hut not surorised, when the MDGT entered into a five year contract
with 2uhlic Communications Sarvices (PCS) that has incresased our rhons rates.
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highly auestionanla leqgality and contrary to the
a'i!if Fion, it's an unfair "urdzn on orisconers’
are, more oftaen than not, +the working poor, If not the
an attemot to gat “lood out of 2 rock. 4n attampt that is
ndicatad by the precinitous drop in prisonsr nhens calls in
cto hoveott. alheit due to necessity,

irﬂary fa

initially claimad +hs surcharg® was nscessary o pay for
“OUIDM‘W? T unautherizaed call phones, claiming at lzast 20 were found in
MichTgan nrisons last ysar, but is now p!“nn!nd +o us2 this tax windfall for
security-related 2ouvioment, Including radios, video camzras and *

narsonal
protaction devices™ (i.e., clubs. nepper spray ete.). (Garritt. ihid.).

aen the graady, rapacious nalure of those who control the stats,
authorization for a surchargz or a tax for any "snacial
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afed +o prisonasr telephones servzces. Puhlic Act 245 of 2008

@, Any contract for orisoner telephons servicas entored into aftar the

S=e. 219,
zffect iva data of this act shall includs a condition that fae schaculas for
prisonar ftslaphona calls, including retes and any surchargss cther than thosa
necassary %o meat spacial soniosment costs. hz The same schedyles for
calls nlaced from nutside of correctional facilities, 15 sunn|iad)
The words "spacial aauioment costs” are relative to orisoner talephons services
and nothing =2lse. Ths canon of legal construction noscitur o sociis anplies here
w2aning an unclzar word or phrase should ba determinac by the words immadiately
surirounding i+, Those would ba “prisoner telephonz ssrvicas™ and "nrisonsr
talevhons calls.” (Plackis Law Dictionary, abridgsd 7th ad.. n%67),

For axamnla. thz orohlem of unsuthoarizad czlt phonze has nothing to do with ths
telaphons servicas nirovided orisoners. There are sssantially only fwvo ways
unauthorized cell phonss couls “T into a prison, Nnsz, thay coma in duridg
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Moreovar, uo until i+s MNov. 10 2010 nurchasz »y Slobal Tel*Link (2TL), the
MDOT's current phons service provider, Public Communications Services (P02), was
known for providing somz of th2 lowest nrison phonz rates in +the country.
Unwilling to compets fairly, GTL simply began consolidating the market. GTL
acauirad ATAT!s Mational Public Markets and Varizon's M0 VWorldlom's cﬂrr et iona
phone servicas. Along with PCS, STL also ourchased compatitor DSI-1T1, LOC. ©ut
that is not all. GTL is owned hy Veritas Capital and &S Direct. LG (owned by
Goldman Sachs). (John E. Dann=nberg “Mationwids PLN Survey Examines Prison Phonz

Zontracts. ¥ickbacks,? Prison Legal News, Anril 2011).
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Tha Michigan Auditor General has issved raports indicating the MDGC wastes
millions of dollars in ovartimez spending and on an inafficient transport systen.
In 2007, the MDOC had 16.26A0 emoloyszes with a payroll of $1.41 hitlion, inclucing
QQE I million in overtimz costs. (Michigan Office of the Auditor Baeneral,
"Parformance Audit of Selected Personnel and Other Administrative Cost

Department of Corrsctions,™ Oot. 200R). In the fiscal year 200507, +h3 MDOG
ch included staff salaries. 102,000

spant 3.0 million on transportation, tc
overtime hours, and 4,401,300 vahicle milas. (Michiaan Office of +he Auditor
ransnortation.” Dec. 2007).
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