PRIVATIZATION'S STELLAR FATILURE IN MICHIGAN'S PRISONS

Since the publicetion of my article, "Prison privetization is a crime," in the Jen-
Fzh, 2014 issus of News & Lettsrs, over 100 Aramark Correctional Services (ACS)
employees have besn fired and banmned from Michigan Department of Corractisns (MDAC)
prisons for smuggling in drugs, cell-phoness and other contraband, sex with
prisonsrs, and, most recently, paying one prisoner to kill ennthar at a prison in
Kincheloe. Morsover, ACS has proven completely incapable of maintaining senitary
kitchens and foodlines and has utterly failed in following ths MDOC menu by
continuously running out of food as it's being served, failing to follow required
progressive cooking procedures, and making numersus menu item substitutions, z11 in
violation of its 3-y=2ar $145 million contrect with the MDOC.

This blztant ACS corporets culture of criminel acts and contractural malfeassnce
should comz as no surprisz to rezders of my previocus article and has resulted in
$98,000 in finss being lsviad against ACS in March and another $200,000 in August.
Alsn, coming @s no surprise, ars the numernus reports of prisonsre becominmp sick -
179 in July at the Epsler Rsception & Guidance Centzr, follpwed by another 182 at
Parnell Correctional Facility, both at Jackson, attributed tp being served spoiled
and maggot-infestad food. (Gary Heinleim, "Prison food esrvice faces scrutiny," The
Detroit News, 7/11/1L.)

In fact, since the advent of MDOC's contrect with ACS, prisonsrs! health has besn
in general decline across the state. All for en sstimatzd amnual savings of $12
million in food service but, with h2szltheare costing ssversl hundred millions
annually, one wornders if theres are any "savings" at sll, Especislly, as this
"estimate" is based on MDOC Food Service's revised pre-bid claim thet it costs
$2.15 per day to fe=d =ach prisoner, when previously they clezimed it omly cost
$1.65 per day psr prisoner, The $2.15 per day per prisoner claim conveniently
manifested itself just orior to ACS's "bid," thz only bid, for the food service
contract, Thus, the purported "$12 million in savings" to taxpayers is highly
suspact. All the moresao, in light af the increased heaslthcare cests for hundreds of
sick prisonsrs 2nd the costs for 100 plus investigetions of crimiral and corrupt
ACS employe=s or, =5 we like to call them in Michigen, scabs,

How high does this corruption rsach? Pretty high, considsring thet it was anly
rzcently disclossd in =2-mails betws=en MDOC dirzetor Damizl Heyms end goavarnor Rick
Snydar's chief of staff, Dennis Muchmors, thet $98,000 in fines levied in March
against ACS for contract violations were cancelled, menifzsting that sicksningly
ewast stench of a2 swestheart contract st the sxpensez of stats taxpayers and the 370
fired MDOC food service uorkers. (Pszul Egan, "Prisons dirsctor made fine
disappear," 9/21/14.) Adding to this stznch, gov. Snyder appointad Edwin Buss, =
former exscutive of a privets prison healthcere sarvices corporation, to
"indapantly" monitor the ACS contract. This fox guardipo the henhouse will be naid
$160,000 par year, with his first yzar's pay coming out of the $200,000 fine levied
against ACS in August. The whole affair almost smslls worse than the food coming
out of our chow hells thess days!
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