
 

WORK MULTIPLE JOBS

DRAW GOVERNMENT BENEFITS

REMAIN UNEMPLOYED

RETURN TO DRUG DEALING

GET OUT 
OF JAIL OR

PRISON

STOP!
Does the 
job offer

overtime?

WHAT ARE
YOUR OPTIONS?

GET A JOB

STOP!
Will the employer

do a criminal
record check?

STOP! Does this job 
prohibit those with felony

drug convictions?

NO

This may allow you to 
earn enough to live on,
but it will have other

impacts as well.

Other 
consequences?

Problem 1: 
EARNING MONEY
The Real Cost of Prisons Project
www.realcostofprisons.org

Note: Many of the ideas for this exercise came
from the work of Todd Clear, particularly with
Dina Rose “Incarceration, Reentry and Social

Capital: Social Networks in the Balance.”

INITIAL CONDITIONS

• No Job Training
in Prison

• Education in
prison has been
cut

• Minimal Drug
Treatment in 
Prison

• Few Jobs in 
Community

STOP!
Does it pay

a living
wage?

NO

STOP!
Does the 
job offer

overtime?

NO

STOP!
Then you 

are ineligible.

NO

YES

STOP! There is
a ban on food stamps and
TANF for those with felony

drug convictions

YES

This raises the 
risk that you will
return to jail for

probation violation.

This will be 
stressful on your

family relationships.

You will limit 
the time you have
to pursue family

reunification.

YESYES



GET OUT 
OF JAIL OR

PRISON

STOP!
Have you been

able to maintain
contact with your 

children over the last 
6 months?

Have you initi-
ated proceedings 

to get your 
children back?

Problem 2: 
REUNITING YOUR FAMILY

The Real Cost of Prisons Project
www.realcostofprisons.org

Note: Many of the ideas for this exercise came from the work
of Todd Clear, particularly with
Dina Rose “Incarceration, Reentry and Social Capital: Social

Networks in the Balance.”

STOP!
Has the state
severed your 

parental 
rights?

STOP!
Since 1997 it

is much harder to
maintain your parental

rights, and you have
few options.

YES

STOP!
Have your

children been in 
fostercare for 15 of 

the last 22 
months?

NO

YES

Has Social Services
given you a reuni-

fication plan?

Are they currently
in foster care or 

living with 
relatives?

Who has been 
taking care of your

children?

How has this 
affected their 

ability to maintain 
a job?

How do they feel 
about you 

reuniting with your
children?

Is there space avail-
able in local drug 

treatment programs?

Are you able to enter
a state-funded therapy 

program and/or 
parenting class?

Have you found
housing and a job?





NO

Do you pursue 
an appeal?

Do you have 
the money?

How does this af- 
fect your children?

NO

YES



GET OUT 
OF JAIL OR

PRISON
STOP!
Do you 

have First, Last, 
and Security

Deposit?

WHAT ARE
YOUR OPTIONS?

LIVING ALONE

LIVING WITH OTHERS
• Move in with partner

or spouse

• Move in with parents
or other family

• Move in with friends

STOP!
Are they 

willing to take 
you in?

STOP!
Do they

live in public
housing?

You have 
completed the first

major hurdle.

LAST RESORTS:
• Stay in a shelter 

or other 
temporary spot

• Live on the 
streets 

Then sine 1998 you are 
unable to stay with them due to
changes in public housing laws 

barring residents with felony 
drug convictions

YES

YES

NO
YES

How does this 
affect neighbor-
hood business 
development? 

What does this 
do to people’s 
sense of safety? 

What are the 
implications for the

neighborhood’s
public space? 

This means you 
will not be able to
reunite with your 

family, so Problem 2
cannot be solved Problem 3: HOUSING

The Real Cost of Prisons Project
www.realcostofprisons.org

Note: Many of the ideas for this exercise came from the work of Todd
Clear, particularly with Dina Rose “Incarceration, Reentry and Social
Capital: Social Networks in the Balance.”

NONO




