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Decesber 10, 2023

REs Death of Jorge Zerquera, BAU
MlI-Norfolk , UPDATE

To update facts as they becare available. The suicide in the BAU in the late night hours of Novesber
17, 2023. To the best of my knowledge Jorge was placed in the BAU at shout 8:35 BY ard ves found
henging in his RAU cell at 10:30 rourd on 11/17/2023. This persons nate was Jorge Zerquera, T 25786,
He was an aut of state transfer from Florida for more then a decade. He vas of (Qiban heritage.

My understarding is that Jorge had an ongoing back and forth dispute with Jerare B. DePina for days,
his unit officer in 6-2. On the day in question Jorge went to the CSD (Program Buildirg) around 6:00
B to work and prepare for Veterans Day celebration. Tt is veported thet he spent same time with -
other Vet's talking ebout military stories of his time in the Navy. When he returmed to his unit
aroud 8:30 A he found his cell to have been “shaken down” just destroyed everything throm around.

He fourd his madications (Kesp On Person) were missing from his cell. That Wednesday Nov 15, 2023 he
hed a medical emergercy vhich is reported to have been a mild stroke or seizure. Reporting eccounts.
Madical urged him to stay on his blood pressure medications etc. When he found that his meds were
missing he went to the office and requested his KOP's back from Officer DePina. O DePina denied the
request. Jorge then asked to see a supervisor about his meds. Not that cell being tom up in
violation of 103 DOC 506 Search Folicy. However DePina then slammed the door and Jorge at about 9:00
B went onto the quad and yelled T need a chift commarder seeking his medications. Tt is Qurther
reported that Jorge also said he felt he was having a stioke. This resultad in an dismuptive inmte
response and Jorge being placed in the BAJ.

Staff report Jorge wes cleared by mental health and medical. Howsver mental health has expressed
comearns that they were ot fully infommed as to his alleged cuthurst in the Unit 6-2 (on video).
Howaver if his alleged erratic beéhavior which is reported by all staff to be out of the nom for
him, maybe mental health vould not have cleared him for the RAU.

This is the Jorge I knew. Be was a past NIC Latino Crainmen and very proud of his heritage. He was
en active marber of Project Youth and the Lifer's Group. He also had his degree from Foston
University. During the pardemic he also had his sentence reduced and cut decades or more off his
overall sentence. He vas excited to be going home in just 12 sonths and would be living with his
sister. He spoke of setting up a web site to expose the DIC ard work In advocacy. Be worked in CD
huilding since before QVID and was an active marber of the Mative Arerican Circle, Project Youth
and Catholic Commity. He would help anyone with school / college work etc. His job in the CD was
ore of the lowest paying positions but Jorge made it a vital component to all furctions and groups.
Cperating the Program ad Religious Video Iending Libwary. He also maintained vhat is essentially a
storage area for all CD bulk supplies such as copy paper, cups ard archives. Jorge is missed and it
is still hard looking wp to the loft and koowing ne is rot there.

Suicide sinply seams off and staff feel the same way and contine to say “what heppered”’. He was ot
a person wo engged in altercations with staff or irmates and was alvays a calming influerce. T krow
mental health and suicide is rot rational but this is shocking to staff and inmates who knew him.

Fowever since this incident some staff have acted wprofessionsl seyirg Jorge did mot want o go



home. He vas institutionalized. One officer stated to me in passing you guys really need to let up
on this then spoke of his criminal case which he is serving time for. He infomed re when ne was his
house of ficer he looked wp his case on the intemet and said alls I need to do to look up your case
is put your name in ard state. This officer said he runs checks on everyone when he runs a unit and
ot using the IMS hut a general search as mot to get into trauble. Tese coments are disgusting and
hamful in the wake of Jorge's pessing.

To rote these windows were tot the larger size as vequived under mental health stardands Tut aprox 4

irches by 12 inches, Prisorers were on the 3rd £looc becase of an alleged door malfunction on the
ist floor of the BAU several months agp. However ny information tells me it was staff exror in door

operation.

‘e below is ampther prisoner's account wo was in the cell (Tn BAU) next to Jorge when he passed
(R&U Prisoner)[FP].

This irdividusl was held next door to Jorge on the night of his death). I will keep this just as I
was tOld.

(FP) was awoken to a thud or soweonz hitting the wall which he belisves was when officers cut Jorge
doun. The walls are thin in the R shout 1/2 frch plate stesl hut everything can be heard, (BP)
haard staff in the cell ad & nurse (believed to be) Julia Silva. One of our better murses, tries to
telp and care for patients.

1) (BP) heard them “advinister Jorge with narcan’” Detox drug.

2) Ten (BP) heard the defribrillator with autamated instmuctions for approximately 10 mirutes. (FP)
also said there was amther irse hut did not loow vho. (BP) states he heaxd the nechine state chest
canpressicons, stop etc.

3) (BP) also indicated that they took a blood sugar level and said it was ok.

4) (BP) said he heard them say at one point he still has a palse.

5) Arhilarce arrived and the amhulance driver indicated there is o use.

6) Note: window covers / doors were ot ghut until staff remved Jorge ficom the cell. Therefore
could ot see him,

7) Officer Adem J. Tyks (start date: 7/7/19) fourd him on a round.

8) Further (3P) indicated that the Lt. Sanel M. Carver (start date doc: 1/13/2013) asked vhen vas
the last time you saw him (Jorge) and Tyks said on my last roud.

% T had a charnce to speak to 1t. Carver and he said he did vespord to him in the housing unit. the
call was a disnptive immate. So he supervisad his placatent in BAU. He stated tome it vas all a
bhur in the BAU. However he said that Jorge was acting erratic in the bicck.

Other reportss:

Cfficer DePina & Jorge was having a back and forth for a few days rot just one day.

Samecne valked Jorge back to the block from the CSD and left him at 8:20 BM in front of the unit.

Tt has also been told to me now that the unit prisoners were never questiored about events leading



w to this. Yes mental health went over several times and and Sperintendent Alves, & Deputy
L‘*dlonald however never questioning into the events leading up to his placament in BAU and what
trangpired in the block.

Flease use this info as you see fit and if you have more questions plesse let me now. Also share
this with whanever you fesl best.

My questions ave:

- Was this a scheduled cell search?

= I believe now he was vot a scheduled search which should be viewed as retaliatory.
- Did madical and mental health sign off on his placement in the BAUY

- I a&m told he was d eared and now Mental Health & Officers ace pointing the fingers at one another
for rot being transparent as to events ccourring in the housing wnit.

~ Were propar rouvds conductad?
Camera Footage can be utilized to flush this cut.
Please let me koow if you have other questions or need anything further.

This has been redraftad as to understanding of events today and speaking to rrrany vrisoners for
tours, Tre first sumary of Novaber 19, 2023 vas only 48 hours after the passing of Jorge.

Thank you for all yor efforts in this tragic death.
Sircersly,
Willian J. Duelos
Majority Cwimmen

cee file



