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not many are wﬂhng or able t

-w endeavor they embark on I am left in awe.
zing how one organization has the ability to -

It's really :
positively impact so many children and famlly members in
_several communities. I am talklng about genuine change

CPNYC’S ‘mission is to embrace children of incar-
cerated parents and empower them to break the cycle of -

mmunity

kProm1se NYC (CPNYC) What she -

inter-generational involvement in the criminal Justlce SyS-
tem. Their holistic approach enables children of incar-
cerated parents to obtain the necessary means to discover
new pathways recogmze p0531b111t1es and realize their full
potential. -

The followmg are only a tmy fracuon of the valuable '

services that CPNYC provides: Academic Enrichment,
- providing educational engagement that supplies school

day learning; One-to-One Mentoring, which pairs children

with adult mentors who provide opportunities for children
to have a meaningful relationship with a trusted adult and
role model; Mental ‘Health Support, addressing the emo-
tional trauma and profound psychological effects of having

a parent in prison; and Family Connections, which encour-
ages family bonding between children and their incarcer-
ated parents through letter wntmg, phone calls and pnson

Visits.

102009, CPNYC served 145 children and families an- |

, nua]ly with an operating budget of $720,000. Today they
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serve 700 children and families with an operating budget |

of $3.5 million. One can only i nnagme what could be done

with $10 million, which we should also note equals a mi-

Community Superv1s1on § operating budget.

CPNYC is able to provide the children free summer
day camp, mentorsh1p programs, acadennc assistance, rec-
“reational activities, math and readmg tutoring, correctmnal
- facility visits, therapeutlc services, and field trips.

“All children need and want appropnate adult superv1— '

sion, afﬁrmauon and validation; it is the definition of love -

for chlldren ” reads their mission. “CPNYC provides guid-

ance and support to all of’ our partimpants, along with a safe :

place to ‘heal and grow.’

_In October 2012, Sharon was award the Post L1berty'

Medal for her leaderslnp “She saw 4 group of children

she felt were ‘forgotten, ,mvtslble to society,” and stepped
. forward to help kids who have a parent in prison,” read
the medal’s commendation. “In 2007, Content founded the

Brooklyn non-profit Children of Promise, NYC, that offers
after school programs, summer day camp and therapeutlc
services ‘for children dealing with the shame, the st1gma

and for many, the secret of havmg a parent in prison.” The =

‘program annually serves 200 kids, ages 6 to 18, helping
them ‘deal with the issues, the loss, the depression, the an-
ger.” And each weekend she arranges a van to shuttle them
toa different correctional facility.” ;

1 chose to enlighten you regarding CPNYC; because

Sharon can always use reliable and dependable volunteers |

who are willing to help the children “break the cycle and

|

|

- nuscule percentage of the Department of Correenons and

create brighter futures.”” Unfortunately I was only able to .

discuss a small fraction of what CPNYC is currently offer-
ing the children. However, if you are interested in joining
Sharon’s team, or just want to know more about her organi- -
zation, simply contact her at Children of Promise, NYC, 54
MacDonough Street, Brooklyn NY 11216, call her at (718)
483-9290 or visit www.cpryc.org:

And let Sharon know that Matthew Hattley made you
aware of CPNYC., :

- Tcongratulate Sharon on her various accomplishments
and wish her continued success. She personally inspires
and motivates me to never give up hope; do everything
to the best of my ability. I will continue doing everything
in my power to assist her in reaching even greater heights
— she deserves nothing less. I sincerely hope you feel the -
same way. For this I am paying homage to an exceptlonal
woman, mentor and leader. Peace.

M. Hattley, #93A9739
Woodbourne Correctional Facility
P.O. Box 1000
Woodbourne, NY 12788-1000



