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Real Cost of Prisons Timeline

WW II ends.
World Bank
and IMF are

formed.

Political
Economy

Race

Gender

Prisons

19
45 19
47

Marshall Plan to
help rebuild

Europe.

19
50

Korean War Begins.
Joe McCarthy

sets off Red Scare.

19
55

AFL and CIO
merge. Ethel and
Julius Rosenberg
are executed as

spies.

19
56

FBI begins
Cointelpro
operations.

19
48

Truman
desegregates
the Armed

Forces.

19
42

Bracero
Program -

brings Mexican
immigrants to
work in U.S.
agriculture

19
54

Brown v.
Board of

Education.
Puerto Rican
independence
movement.

19
43

More than 7
million women
take wartime

jobs. 2 million
are industrial
“Rosie the
Riveters.”

19
55

Rosa Parks
ignites the

Mongomery
Bus Boycott.
Emmett Till
murdered in
Mississippi

19
60

Birth Control
Pill is first
marketed.

19
66

Equal Pay Act.

19
51

Boggs Act.
Creates

mandatory
minimums

for
marijuana.

19
56

Narcotics
Control Act.

Spreads
mandatory

minimums to
other drugs.

= 100,000 persons incarcer-
ated 1950 1960

“Golden Age” of U.S. Capitalism

19
60

First wave of
African

decolonization

19
71

New era of
international

economic
instability.

19
64

War on
Poverty

19
65

Vietnam war
begins.

19
73

First OPEC
 oil shock

19
74

Nixon resigns
from Watergate

scandal

19
76

Second
oil shock

19
79

Federal reserve
raises interest
rates above 15
percent causing

a massive
recession.

19
80

Reagan
elected

19
81

Massive tax cuts
for corporations
and the wealthy.

War on labor.
Sharp increase in

military
spending.

19
85

First reconized
AIDS death

19
87

Stock market
crash.  Savings

and Loan
scandal

19
91

Collapse of
the Soviet

Union.

19
94

NAFTA
passed.  End

of apartheid in
South Africa.
Stock market
boom begins.

19
95

WTO
created

20
01

September
11th

terrorist
attacks.

20
02

AIDS
crisis

through-
out the
world

19
60

Lunch
counter sit-
ins begin in
Greensboro

NC.

19
63

March on
Washington.

19
64

Civil Rights
Act.  First

wave of
urban

race riots.

19
65

Voting Rights Act.
Malcolm X assassi-
nated.  Immigration

laws dramatically
revised.

19
66

Black Panther
Party formed.

19
68

Martin Luther
King Jr.

assassinated

19
77

Community
Reinvest-
ment Act

19
78

Bakke decision
eliminated
quotas in
college

admissions.

19
83

African
American

unemployment
rate over 20

percent

19
86

Immigra-
tion reform

passed.

19
92

Rodney
King riots.

19
94

Anti-
immigrant
Prop. 187
passed in

CA.

19
95

Affirmative
action

eliminated at
University of

California

19
96

Anti-
Terrorism
Act allows
for easier

deportation
of immi-
grants.

19
99

Amadou
Diallo killed

in NYC.  One
of many
unarmed

victims shot
by the police.

19
46

White women
pushed out of

the labor
market, but

participation
remains high

for black
women.

19
71

First battered
women’s shelter

established.

19
73

Roe v. Wade
legalizes
abortion

1970
19

76

Nebraska
is first

state to
criminalize

marital
rape

19
80

EEOC bans
sexual

harrassment

19
87

Antiabor-
tion

Operation
Rescue

founded.

19
93

/
4

String of
abortion clinic
bombings and

shootings.

19
94

Violence Against
Women Act.
Founding of

CRACK - group
offering $200 to
women agreeing
to sterilization

19
96

Welfare ended,
replaced with

TANF.  Lifetime
ban for those with

felony drug
convictions

20
00

Unborn
Victims Act
makes it a
crime to

injure or kill
a fetus

except via
abortion.

20
03

Regina McKnight
convited for
homicide, in

realation to the
still-born death of

her infant.  She
had cocaine in her

system

19
77

Hyde
Amendment
forbids use

of Medicaid
to fund

abortions

1980 1990 2000

19
54

American
Prisons

Association
changes name

to Correctional
Association,
reflecting a

shift in
emphasis

19
60

Presidential
Advisory

Group draws
shart

distinction
between pot

and other
drugs.

19
69

NY is first in
string

of states to
reduce

penalty for
pot

possession

19
70

Major
overhaul of
drug laws,

strengthens
law enforce-
ment focus

19
71

Attica
prison riot.

Nixon
declares

drugs
“Enemy

 #1”.
19

72

DEA
created

19
73

Rockerfeller
Drug laws

passed in NY,
create strict
mandatory
minimum

sentencing for
drugs

19
99

“Battle in
Seattle” anti-
globalization

protests.

19
76

Supreme
Court

overturns
ban on
death

penalty.

19
81

Reagan
launches
“War on
Drugs”.

19
85

crack
explosion

19
86

Change in federal
drug laws create

mandatory
minimums for
drugs.  Creates

dramatic
disparities by drug,

e.g. crack vs.
cocaine.

19
93

Prisoners
barred from
Pell grants.

19
94

Clinton
crime bill.

19
95

US Sentencing
Commission
recommends

repealing
mandatory
minimums

19
98

People with
felony drug
convictions
banned from

public
housing.

19
98

Prop 36 passes in
CA, offers drug

treatment instead
of incarceration

20
02

IL governor
commutes
all death
penalty

sentences.

Civil Rights Movement
Urban Uprisings

Stagflation
Deregulation

Wages decline on average, growing inequality

Rising economic inequality between racial groups

Gender Wage Gap Widening
Declining value of AFDC payments

Strong Trade Union Activity
Anti-War movement

Women’s movement

War on DrugsRise in political prisoners and prisoner consciousness
Treatment and Rehabilitation favored over punishment

Get Tough on Crime Movement

Many thanks to Project South whose materials inspired this exercise (www.projectsouth.org)

19
49

White women
return to

laborforce.
Black women

still 50 percent
more likely to
work for pay.

19
57

Height of
baby boom.

19
58

Experts estimate 1
to 2 million

criminal abortions
performed each

year.

19
50

States target
African

Americans,
attempting to

legislate
sterilization of

women on
welfare.


